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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's Remarks filed on July 2, 2009 have been entered. No claims have 
been amended, added or canceled. Claims 1-10 are pending in this application, with 
claims 1 and 6 being independent. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent Application Pub. No. 2002/0078293 A1 by Kou et al. (hereinafter "Kuo") 

Regarding claim 1 , Kuo teaches a method for automatically setting up data 
connections between network subscriber stations in a network of distributed stations 
[Figs. 2, 4A & Abstract], where the network contains at least one recording appliance 
[Fig. 2; VCR unit 222 or CD (recording) unit 224], a data source appliance [Figs. 2 & 
4A; e.g. Controller Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 218; para. 0008] and a data 
sink appliance [Figs. 2 & 4A; e.g. TV 216/430, VCR unit 222/440, CD (recording) unit 
224, or Receiver 220], comprising the following steps: 
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user-activated selection of a user interface for the recording appliance on a user 
interface appliance [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 540; AV/C controller 450 can be used to 
send commands, e.g. "record", to VCR 440 or CD unit 224; para. 0071]; 

checking for the existing data connections which have been set up for the data 
sink appliance or the user interface appliance in the network [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 510; 
finds various sinks and sources, and possible connections; para. 0059, 0068]; 

set-up of a connection between the data source appliance for which a 
connection to the data sink appliance or to the user interface appliance has been set up 
and the recording appliance in order to assist in the implementation of an instant- 
recording function on the recording appliance [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, steps 520-530; e.g. set 
up a connection by selecting a data source appliance such as Controller 
Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 218, and a data sink device such as VCR 440, 
CD unit 224 for a recording function; para. 0071]. 

Regarding claims 2 and 7, Kuo teaches the data connection between the data 
source appliance and the recording appliance is set up only after the recording function 
on the recording appliance has been activated by the user [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 540; 
para. 0011,0071]. 

Regarding claims 3 and 8, Kuo teaches the user interface appliance is a display 
appliance for video images, and the user interface is based on a graphical user 
interface [Fig. 4A; para. 0043, 0053]. 
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Regarding claims 4 and 9, Kuo teaches the data sink appliance is an amplifier 
device for audio signals [Fig. 2; e.g. the data sink appliance is a Receiver 220 
(which comprising a tuner and an amplifier); para. 0039]. 

Regarding claims 5 and 10, Kuo teaches the recording appliance is a digital 
video recorder or a digital audio recorder [Fig. 2; IEEE 1394-com pliant digital devices 
on IEEE 1394 Bus 230 of the network 210, such as VCR 222 or CD unit 224; para. 
0006, 0039-0041]. 

Regarding claim 6, Kuo teaches a network subscriber station as a user interface 
appliance having program means for providing user interfaces for controlling network 
subscriber stations [Figs. 2 & 4A; e.g. Controller Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 
218 controls other devices of network 210; para. 0008, 0042-0044], wherein the 
user interface appliance has further program means which, upon activation of the user 
interface for the control of a recording appliance in the network by the user [Figs. 2, 4A 
& 5, step 540; AV/C controller 450 can be used to send commands, e.g. "record", 
to VCR 440 or CD unit 224; para. 0071], call up checking program means which 
trigger a check regarding the existing data connections which have been set up for a 
data sink appliance or the user interface appliance itself [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, step 510; 
finds various sinks and sources, and possible connections; para. 0059, 0068] and 
automatically set up a data connection between the data source appliance for which a 
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data connection to the data sink appliance or to the user interface appliance has been 
set up and the recording appliance in order to assist in the implementation of an instant- 
recording function on the recording appliance in the network [Figs. 2, 4A & 5, steps 
520-530; e.g. set up a connection by selecting a data source appliance such as 
Controller Device/Set-top box 212/450 or PC 218, and a data sink device such as 
VCR 440 or CD unit 224 for a recording function; para. 0071]. 



Response to Remarks 

3. Applicant's remarks filed July 2, 209 regarding the rejection of claims 1 , 6 and 
their dependent claims in the application have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Rejection of claims 1 -1 0 under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) 

Regarding claim 1 , applicant argues Kou does not perform the claimed step of 
"checking for the existing data connections which have been set for a data sink 
appliance or the user interface appliance in the network". Examiner respectfully 
disagrees. 

Specifically, Applicant argues: 

The claimed check step of Claim 1 differs in two aspects from step 510: 
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First, it concerns "existing connections". See wording of claim 1 and p. 15 of the 
specification:" Furthermore, the response contains all existing data connections in the 
network." Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Examiner's Response: Applicant's first argument "it concerns "existing 
connections". See wording of claim 1 and p. 15 of the specification:" Furthermore, the 
response contains all existing data connections in the network", is completely irrelevant 
because the claimed check step does not include the limitation "Furthermore, the 
response contains all existing data connections in the network" as argued by the 
applicant. 

The Second step of claimed method clearly differs from what is described in Kou 
[0068] "possible connections" which means "potential" or "future" connections. That is, 
Kou has not identified particular connections that exist; rather the invention provides a 
system where a user can set up a connection from a possible connection. 

Examiner's Response: Examiner respectfully disagrees to applicant's 
interpretation (Namely, "possible connections" which means "potential" or "future" 
connections) with respect to Kuo's invention. As recited in [0057], for example, Kuo 
discloses "The user can then use AV/C controller 450 (specifically, output-select button 
452) to scroll through a listing (menu) of target devices that can be connected to TV 430 
(e.g., VCR 440 and target devices 446a and 446b). The user then selects one of the 
devices, such as VCR 440, using output-select button 452." This does not mean there 
is no existing connection which has been set up between any of target devices and TV 
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430 at the time of scrolling the menu. In other words, the user may use the AV/C 
controller 450 to scroll through a listing (menu) of target devices, whether or not there is 
a connection has been set up between any of target devices and TV 430. It is note that 
the electronic devices in network 210 are capable of interacting with each other on a 
peer-to-peer basis (see Fig. 2 and [0039]). 

In contrast, the limitation"c/?ec/c/ng' for the existing data connections which have 
been set up for the data sink appliance or the user interface appliance in the network" is 
intended to determine or verify whether or not there are "existing data connections 
which have been set up for the data sink appliance", because there is a possibility that 
"data connections for the data sink appliance" may not exist. Thus, Kuo teaches each 
limitation set forth in claim 1 . 

Applicant argues: 

Secondly, it is an automatic step of Claim 1, performed without any intervention 

of a user. See p. 14-15 of specification "When the user interface Tuner-FCM" 56 

in the set-top box 1 1 and VCR-FCM 57 in the digital video recorder. " The Second step 
of claimed method differs from what is described at the end of Kou [0068] "in response 
to input from the user". 

Examiner's Response: 

Although claim 1 is interpreted in light of the specification, such as pages 14-15 
of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into claim 1 . It is 
noted the feature upon which applicant argues, i.e. "an automatic step of claim 1", (I) is 
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recited in the preamble that merely states the intended use of the invention; and (II) 
requires the selection of the user interface for the recording appliance, which is 
disclosed by Kuo and recited in the 35 USC 102(b) rejection to claim 1[see Kuo: Figs. 2, 
4A & 5, steps 520-530; para. 0071]. 

For the reasons given above, claim 1 is rejected as being anticipated by Kou and 
thus is unpatentable. Similarly, claims 6 is unpatentable for the same reasons given for 
claim 1. 

Dependent claims 2-5 and 7-10 depend from claims 1 and 6, respectively. In 
addition to the reasons given for claims 1 and 6, Examiner maintains the same position 
of rejection to claims 2-5 and 7-10. 

Therefore, claims 1-10 are not allowable over Kuo's reference. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 



Application/Control Number: 10/583,594 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2416 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert T. Chou whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6045. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 17:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham, can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Albert TChou/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2416 
August 12, 2009 



